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4.2. FEZHIE (26 B)
-Abdullah Jamal (M1) “Impressions of the site visit in the Hokuriku Region”

The recent two-day site visit with the Yokohama National University
Infrastructure Management Program (IMP) was truly eye-opening. This enriching
experience, which took place on the 4th and 5th of September 2023, left an indelible
mark on my perspective of various critical topics.

We began at the Komatsu Awazu Plant, where sustainability and innovation were
evident in their machinery production. The visit to the Ishikawa Coast revealed the
importance of water breakers in coastal protection. Toyama City Hall showcased the
transformative power of inclusive, sustainable urban planning. The Toyama Glass Art
Museum highlighted craftsmanship and creativity. At Nix Japan Corporation, we saw the
potential for global positive change through consulting. The Hongu Sabu Dam and Bridge
exemplified infrastructure’s dual purpose. Exploring Tateyama Mountain and Shomyo
Falls underscored natural disaster risks and mitigation strategies while we explored the
wonders of nature. Our journey concluded at the Tateyama Caldera Sabo Museum,
deepening our understanding of disaster preparedness.

In summary, this site visit expanded our horizons and offered innovative solutions
to contemporary challenges. My gratitude to the IMP office for this valuable experience.

-Abhey Kumar (M1) “Thoughts and Impressions on Hokuriku Field Trip”

The field trip was an opportunity for me to closely learn application of concepts
of coastal engineering, disaster mitigation, management and urban planning with respect
to some of the determining issues of Japan - natural disasters, declining and ageing
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population, and industry and technology.

Visit to Komatsu plant was a unique experience. It was interesting to learn that
nearly 70% of their employees are non-Japanese and 90% production is exported.
Significant use of manpower was unexpected for the impression of Japanese companies.
Standardization was also seen, e.g. assembly line and floor moving at same speed to
complete the process in a certain time. Moreover, their fixed number of products/models
made me ponder as to why automation was not used? I learnt that they’ re automating
processes and achieved at bigger plants, e.g., Osaka plant uses robotic teams for welding.

Thereafter, at the Ishikawa coast, the measures (e.g. tetra-pods for wave energy
break and staggered positioning for sediment deposition) for beach erosion control and
beach replenishment were a demonstration of concepts learnt in the classes (coastal
engineering).

Visit to Toyama was my first ever visit to a ‘compact city’, and I am fascinated
by the concept. It’s a shining Japanese urban planning solution to the twin demographic
problems of de-population and a super-aged society. Toyama LRT is an integrated urban
and transport planning approach for compact city. Station upgrades, linking its north and
south sides, pedestrian/bicycle friendly environments, Grand Plaza and similar projects
create movement and vibrancy in city centre. Such mobility options and developing social
capital, in partnership with private sector, non-profits, academia and local communities,
is a model for other parts of Japan and the world. This visit made me also ponder on the
demand and supply of public services at a global level. For example, while Japan is
shutting down schools because there aren’t enough children, India doesn’t have enough
schools for her children. Could there be a solution where such global mismatch of demand
and supply be solved?

Visit to Tateyama sabo dams and museum provided me understanding about
management of geodisasters (like land-slides). This was meaningful and relatable to me
since land-slides in mountainous areas of northern India are a major disaster.
Management of disaster risks due to Tateyama Caldera gave an overview of strategies
like multiple walls and dams to ‘slow down’ sediment flow. It was insightful to understand
that ‘slowing down’ the flow is critical to mitigate risks. Another critical lesson was
disaster mitigation as continuous exercise. This area started disaster mitigation measures
in 1895 with designs by J. De Rijke, and we could see ongoing construction, i.e. almost
130 years later.

A point worth noting about the trip is that it was completely planned and
organised by the undergraduate students. Their meticulous planning, detailed
preparation and close coordination during the trip is commendable. It was also an
opportunity to interact with undergraduate students, with whom I have had limited
interaction at the University. I could understand more deeply now the ideas, values,
aspirations and future outlook of (some) Japanese undergraduate students.

In conclusion, through this field trip I have been able to practically see the
concepts and ideas learnt during classes. I have also been impressed by the spirit of
Japan which emphasizes on focus on details, leaving no gaps, continuous improvement
to provide best quality/service and the principle of ‘no one left behind’ while taking
policy and governance decisions
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-Sunarto (M1) “Thoughts and Impressions on the Field Trip”

My journey through the Hokuriku Region on a field trip was a captivating and
diverse experience. Starting at the Komatsu Awazu Plant, I was immediately engrossed
in the world of cutting-edge industrial processes. Witnessing the precision and innovation
in heavy machinery production was truly impressive. As we continued to explore the
Ishikawa Coast and Toyama Compact City, I was struck by the seamless fusion of modern
urban planning and environmental sustainability. The coexistence of nature and city life
in Hokuriku was breathtaking.

My visit to the Hongu Sabo Dam underscored the vital role of engineering in
disaster prevention, and the sheer scale of the dam left me in awe. At the Tateyama
Caldera Viewpoint, I was treated to breathtaking vistas of the volcanic landscape, serving
as a powerful reminder of Earth’s geological forces. Finally, the Tateyama Caldera Sabo
Museum provided a comprehensive insight into the region’s history and the significance
of sabo (sediment control) in safeguarding communities. These experiences have
expanded my horizons and will undoubtedly shape my future perspectives.

In summary, this field trip wove together a rich tapestry of technology, nature,
and culture. Also, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the coordinator of this
incredible trip to the Hokuriku Region. Your meticulous planning and dedication to
ensuring that every aspect of our journey went smoothly did not go unnoticed. This trip
wouldn’t have been as enriching and enjoyable without your efforts in organizing these
diverse and eye-opening experiences. Thank you for making this educational adventure
possible, and for contributing to the expansion of our horizons. Your hard work and
commitment are truly appreciated.

-William Edward Kahurananga (M1) “Hokuriku Short Visit”
As students, we have been attending classes for one year, first and second
semesters learning different courses at different areas of specialization.

We have been learning contents related to disaster management
countermeasures skills, environmental issues related to infrastructures, infrastructures
development and management and other administration and economics issues.

For the better understanding of this knowledge acquired in the class, the actual
practical observation is very vital. This is because you can correlate the skills you have
learned in the class to what you have observed in the field. This results in high magnitude
quality understanding of what you have been taught in either case.

It is very important for any academic institution to have this kind of teaching
modality to ensure the valuable academic deliverance and standard graduates’
production. Yokohama National University is one of the great universities in Japan and
all over the world whose students attend both high level course works and practical field
studies. This is very important to achieve its main targets and objective as a high ranked
university.
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It is my recommendation to have the translator for the field trips to ensure
efficiency deliverance of all information since the communication media is Japanese. This
will make international students to effectively acquire the massage provided by the
presenters.
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Cover photo Toyama Light Rail and Toyama Castle viewed from Ote Mall (Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture)

Taken on August 31, 2021. By Miyauchi (B4)
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3. Purpose of Hokuriku Site Visit

Shunsuke Nakajima (B3)

The Hokuriku Region — a region where cities are developed in harsh natural conditions, such as the Tateyama and
the Sea of Japan. In order to nurture cities in this harsh natural environment, it is necessary to have the appropriate social
infrastructure, and a wide variety of social infrastructures have been developed until today. In this tour, we will visit social
infrastructures in the Hokuriku region, which have been built by our predecessors, and learn about their history and effects,

as well as the maintenance and management of social infrastructures that are still ongoing today.

Komatsu Awazu Plant
Construction equipment is indispensable for the establishment of social infrastructures. Visitors will learn how high-
quality construction equipment is manufactured while saving energy through the use of new energy sources such as biomass

and solar energy.

Ishikawa Coast in Matto Section
In relation to coastal erosion, which is extremely important for the land of Japan, the Matto section of the Ishikawa
Coast was the first sandy beach to be designated as a coastal protection facility. Visitors will learn about the frontline of coastal

preservation, the forefront in the fight against sand drift and coastal erosion, issues facing Japan.

Compact City of Toyama City
We will visit Toyama City, a famous example of a compact city, and learn about the future of the city through

discussions with the people in charge and witnessing their examples.

Tateyama Caldera Sabo
We will visit Tateyama Caldera Sabo, which makes the urban civilization of Toyama City possible, and learn about

the power of nature, the efforts of our predecessors, and the ongoing maintenance and management of the site.

The purpose of site visit is to see the theory learned in the class in practice, and to go back and forth between theory
and practice. We wish you have exciting chance to communicate with not only international students but also professors from

multiple fields and undergraduate students.
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5. Cautions for Site Visit

Please read the following notes carefully before participating in this site visit.

5.1. About outfits and equipment

Outfits Please wear clothes you don't mind getting dirty and comfortable walking shoes.
*Not permitted: skirts, shorts, shoes with heels, sandals and mules.
Other equipment  Rain gears (umbrellas, raincoats, etc.), warm clothes (long-sleeved shirts, etc.), drinks, items to

prevent heat stroke and items to prevent sunburn.

On the second day, we will hike to an elevation of 2,000 meters. Even if the weather is good on the plains, it may
rain suddenly at high altitude. Please bring rain gear and warm clothes. In addition, please bring heatstroke prevention
items such as drinks and salt candy. Please wear sunglasses, sun cream, and long-sleeved shirts to protect yourself from

the sun.

5.2. About taking pictures and posting to SNS

Permission must be obtained to take any photographs on-site, even for educational purposes. Posting to SNS is the
same. Please do not forget that you will be given a special tour.

In Komatsu Awazu Plant, all pictures and videos are permitted, except at guest house.

5.3. Time

Please be punctual and always give yourself plenty of time. Please make sure to check the meeting place well in

advance.

5.4. Gratitude

We have special permission to accept large groups of students. Please treat your recipients with the utmost respect.

Also, please read the "Precautions when participating in the tour" posted on the LMS in advance.
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8. Itinerary for the First Day




9. Itinerary for the Second Day
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10.4£ 5377 Gathering Spot

10.1. & RER Kanazawa Station

AR 8:10
LA SIRER ARED (Q) IR

Gathering time ~ 8:10
Gathering Spot  Kanazawa Sta. Port of Kanazawa (West Gate) Square

JREHAHP XY &%
JE PH DFE+ Come here!
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10.2. /’MaZE#E  Komatsu Airport

AR 9:05
LA IIVAZEHE AR N R TR R FT

Gathering time ~ 9:05
Gathering Spot  Komatsu Airport Charter Bus Spot

JE PH DR+ Come here!

12



11.21EF 4 # Participants List

5|2 Teachers

B, RFET 2PN D K OFRTRNH oI5 L £,

When you are asked to divide into 2 teams, please follow your team stated above.

No. K44 Name PE Team
) A e ek R
Akira Hosoda
5 A v ek .
Hiroshi Tamura
; FYEF JT- FR .
Noriko Tanno
Z =4 Students
No. K4 Name 2£4E Grade [ B Team [[No. K4 Name 424 Grade [ Bf Team
g BRAY
4 17
Abduliah Jamal Ml A Shunsuke Nakajima ! A
o S W
5 William Edward Kahurananga I A 18 . B2 B
Kaoru Imai
w Zih
6 19
Abhey Kumar n A Tasuku Eki n A
LA BERER
7 20
Sunarto ! A Rentaro Kamigochi ! B
iR EnE WF
8 21
Miki Ito B A Aika Seto ! A
; B BT ) B |2 Tk SRR y B
Risako Tida Misaki Hideshima
o B ALKET ] D REF A ] .
Kohtaroh Kobayashi Seigo Yano
i 3 e
i B 2 ’ B |2 e X BI A
Motohiko Shiraiwa Moeka Ikeda
12 Glg) .yéj( . n B 25 RL KA . Ui A
Sota Miyauchi Yamato Inui
IRE L SR Y
3 ‘{Elt iR ) A 2% FiF RE ” B
Akihiro Watanabe Koma Uno
) HEDR ,, A WK R ] N
Nozomu Gonto Hayato Sakamoto
s R BN = 5 | A Tl ) 5
Kento Ataka Nozomi Takagi
e T . R N T
Tomohiro Kubo HIER L TWET
K . Z24HE  Bold: Student leaders



12.7578I1ZBA LT Accommodation

12.1. 4T#& Ttenarary

12.2. #2%EY Room Allocation

A NAF SRR OBLE DS Z OB IXHIFR L TV ES

12.3. A®BIZHOVWT Bath

MR A AT RERFRY  Available time of hot spring : 14:00~24:00/6:00~10:00
KE|Z2=v FXZAH Y  Each Guest room also has a bath.
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12.4. #ENKX Floor Guide
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13. F/IF=EE R Pre-study Reports
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